INTRODUCTION
Transnational media have become agents of what Thompson (2005) calls 'the new visibility': they produce and distribute accounts, images and symbolic content, relating to issues that viewers previously would have learnt about (or not) primarily, and sometimes exclusively, from their national media.
Consequently, national broadcast media, which historically were the main storytellers producing and distributing accounts and images, no longer exercise this singular symbolic power. Much attention in the literature focuses on how, in Moores' (1996: 2) words, satellite broadcasting services promise transport to new destinations; how, and with what consequences, transnational television channels expose viewers to news, music, and entertainment programs about geographically and/or culturally remote places.
For example, scholars have studied the experience of immigrants watching programs from their home country via satellite dishes (e.g. Hargreaves and Mahdjoub, 1997; Aksoy and Robins, 2000; Karanfil, 2007) . Others have examined the moral implications of transnational and global news channels' coverage of 'distant others' -people whose life circumstances and cultures are fundamentally different from those of the (predominantly Western) viewers (e.g. Chouliaraki, 2006; Moeller, 1998; Tester, 2001) . Another key focus in the literature has been on how global news networks like CNN International, BBC World and Al Jazeera help audiences to understand world events and come to terms with the complexities of global politics (Chalaby, 2003: 468) .
However, transnational television channels not only bring distant others to our screens, and help us understand the world; they also show us and tell us about ourselves. Transnational news channels also help viewers to come to terms with their own local national politics, and consequently, with their identities, as individuals, a community and a nation. Yet, there is little awareness that we are we are increasingly the objects of others' gaze, especially in today's global media environment, and 'that how we are seen and understood by those far removed from us also matters' (Silverstone, 2007: 172) . How transnational news networks report on 'us', how we are seen and understood by far away others, and how this visibility influences ideas of who 'we' are and may want to be, as members of a particular national group, has been less well researched. This paper tackles these questions by exploring the implications of global satellite news channels as 'agents of the new visibility', which produce and distribute accounts, images and symbolic content about specific countries.
The focus is on how we become the objects of others' gaze and others' storytelling, and the potential for global satellite news channels to produce and deliver stories and images that transform national imaginations in ways that are not possible by national media alone. This is examined in relation to the role played by satellite news in the coverage of the March 2004 terror bombings in Madrid and the October 2005 urban revolts in France (often referred to as the 'French riots').
Before presenting the case studies, to contextualize the discussion, some of the characteristics of transnational news channels and key transformations brought about by their proliferation are described. In analyzing the two cases the Madrid bombings are first discussed, providing a brief background to the events and their coverage in the media, followed by a discussion of the role played by satellite news channels, in particular, pan-European networks, such as BBC World and CNN International. The analysis demonstrates how global satellite flows provide material that national news media can draw on, and that the public relies on through satellite news channels. The second case, of the urban revolts in France, focuses on how the French media responded to international satellite news' coverage, and the broader debate that emerged in the French public sphere -as manifested in discussions in the press and the blogsphere -in response to the accounts and images provided through global satellite news. The remainder of the paper seeks to link the two cases to discuss the implications of the 'new visibility' of nations in today's media age, highlighting the role played by satellite news and some of the moral possibilities and challenges it presents.
TRANSNATIONAL NEWS CHANNELS AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE LANDSCAPE OF MEDIATED SYMBOLIC POWER
National broadcast media have always played a key role in the symbolic 'building of the nation', news being particularly central in this project (Billig, 1995; Scannel, 1996) . Of course, national media (at least in liberal democracies) are far from a monolithic entity which operate in the same way and collude with its government's interests. Yet, as Scannell (1996: 145) observed, fundamentally, national broadcasters are underpinned by certain care-structures: they make programs for their national audiences and what those audiences care about (or what broadcasters assume their audiences care about). The care-structures they operate by determine what they report, remark upon, attend to, observe, pick out, and foreground. They 'mark out the boundaries of our concerns' (Scannell, 1996: 144) , that is, what matters and the extent to which it matters, to us, the nation.
The penetration of satellite flows and the opening up of the media landscape beyond the boundaries of national media, disrupt and transform what used to be the care-structures and symbolic power of national media. Global satellite channels, such as CNN International, BBC World, and Al Jazeera, address international and often multicultural audiences. They frequently strive for a global editorial viewpoint (Chalaby, 2005) , which would be different, often radically so, from national perspectives. Furthermore, transnational news networks often enjoy spatial, institutional, regulatory, cultural, and thus emotional and moral distance from the countries and issues they cover, which enables them to produce images and narratives that would probably be difficult, if not impossible, for national media to broadcast. Transnational news networks also enjoy an immediacy in production and delivery of news, not always possible for national media for a variety of reasons, as will be demonstrated in the analysis of the Spanish and the French cases. Thus, transnational satellite news broadcasts are likely to attend to and foreground different phenomena. As CBS correspondent Susan Ormiston (News Xchange, 2005) admits, 'channels deal differently on their home turf, as opposed to other countries.' At the same time, the 24-hour flow of satellite news reports increasingly challenges national media to broadcast stories and images they might otherwise not have covered. In today's global media space multiple storytellers not only struggle for visibility and compete with each other over the production and distribution of stories and images, they also fundamentally affect each other, and influence each other's stories.
With the proliferation of cross-border satellite news channels, viewers no longer rely solely on their national broadcasters to be informed about national and world events. For example, in 2006 For example, in -2007 What are the implications of this opening up of the media symbolic space by cross-border news channels that produce and circulate narratives and images concerning individual countries? What happens when we become the object of others' storytelling? Before tackling these questions, it is necessary to address a central critique in the field of transnational media studies, most notably made by Aksoy and Robins (2002) and Chalaby (2005) . These scholars argue that the national framework fails to deal adequately with the diversity and complexity of transnational television and therefore, that transnational broadcasting needs 'to be analysed outside the prison-house of the nation-state perspective' (Chalaby, 2005: 158 Chalaby (2005) criticizes as a fascination with the transgressions of cross-border channels as a threat to national culture and identity. The focus is on how global news channels are understood and interpreted in national public debates, and the consequences that the visibility of the country on these channels has for the stories that the nation tells to itself, and the visions it pictures of itself. Second, the study focuses on the press and the blogsphere as two key sites where national media and members of the public reflect on and discuss satellite news coverage of events in their countries. Of course, these sites represent only a 'slice' of the discussions that took place in the Spanish and French public spheres. Other sites where national narratives are shaped and transformed in response to satellite news accounts are beyond the scope of this paper, for example, the discussions that took place in the homes of citizens who watched these reports; the discussions among politicians and media professionals about the coverage of global networks on national issues. Furthermore, while the press was surveyed by systematic searches of the national newspapers databases (as described above), how to systematically survey discussions occurring on blogs (e.g. which blogs are leading blogs?) is a methodological challenge. In attempt to address (through surely not resolve) this problem, in addition to identifying blogs by using the Spanish and French Google Blog Search, any related blog that was mentioned in the national press was also searched, the assumption being that blogs which 'have made it' to be mentioned in the mainstream media, were focal sites in the national discussions that took place.
THE ROLE OF TRANSNATIONAL SATELLITE NEWS CHANNELS IN THE

COVERAGE OF THE MADRID BOMBINGS AND THE FRENCH REVOLTS
Third, the study mainly concerns pan-European transnational news channels such as CNN International, BBC World, Bloomberg, and Al Jazeera. This focus is dictated by the data: public debates in national newspapers and on blogs predominantly referred to these channels and commented on their impact in the events. This is not to suggest that other types of transnational television channels, such as ethnic channels, 6 were not central or relevant. proved an invaluable source of information.
Satellite news and the Madrid bombings
From the beginning, much of the broadcast media in Spain helped to bolster the thesis that ETA was behind the bombings. However, the Spanish opposition party and some national media outlets, including television channels of autonomous communities -Catalonia (TV3), Andalucia (Canal Sur) and the Basque Country (ETB) (Blakely, 2006) , and particularly radio stations outside Madrid, soon after the attacks began offering a counterframe to the government's line. They gave wide coverage to condemnation of the attack by the leader of the banned Batasuna party alleged by the Aznar government to be ETA's political wing (Richburg, 17 March 2004) .
In this rather unique situation of an impending general election, where events were unfolding quickly and a continuous flow of information was pivotal, the live, ongoing reporting of satellite news broadcasting played a central role in developing and legitimizing this counterframe. They had questioned ETA's being the sole or complicit perpetrator of the bombings, and raised the possibility of al-Qaeda's culpability. They were also outspoken in their criticism of the Spanish government's pressure on them to report ETA's responsibility (Crawford, 2006 Some Spanish media outlets drew on satellite reports to develop and support a counter-narrative to the 'ETA authorship frame' (Olmeda, 2005) . The daily newspaper, El Mundo, for example, in an editorial published on the day after the attacks drew on BBC coverage to raise the possibility of a 'joint-venture' between ETA and al-Qaeda (Olmeda, 2005: 25) . Similarly, the daily newspaper El Pais which ran a special edition headlined 'ETA massacre in Madrid' in the hours after the blasts (Preston, 21 March 2004) role by influencing the stories put out in the national media and providing them with material to legitimize the al-Qaeda thesis.
Furthermore, global news channels were instrumental in informing the Spanish public directly through their satellite services. Citizens' direct access to foreign news proved especially valuable in the context of the mistrust and suspicion of national broadcasters, which were seen as government mouthpieces, supporting the manipulation of information. As one demonstrator put it, 'this is like it was under Franco, when we had to rely on international media and word of mouth to find out what was going on' (Sharrock, 2004: 14) .
The international media were also the only ones to cover the illegal protests on the day before the general elections. In Spain 14 March was designated a 'Day of Reflection', when any political promotional activity was illegal; thus, the national media were prohibited from covering the protests (Crawford, 2006 Quaida and on it went all day contradicting the Government line till I received a message -"Meet outside PP party headquarters to demand the truth"…..followed by a "cacerolada" (literally, protest by banging of pots and pans) at 10pm wherever you live………pass it on.
These accounts neatly capture how international media, satellite channels CNN and Bloomberg among them, became the sources that the Spanish public relied upon for information and which inspired them to take action (see also Crawford, 2006 These responses show how the images and accounts broadcast on global satellite news influence the accounts that national channels produce.
However, while in the case of the Madrid bombings national media gradually shifted their story to align with what the satellite news channels had maintained from the beginning, in the French case, the response of the national media was mainly defensive. LCI even admitted censoring its riot coverage in attempt, as its weekend editor, Laurent Drezner put it, to 'inform without sensationalism' (Ganley, 12 November 2005) , and with the intention of providing counter-coverage to the international media.
At the same time, the discrepancies between international and French media coverage were provoking critical discussion in French public discourse. One commentator (Schneidermann, 2005) On [sic.] the short term, you can understand that shocking images can encourage rioters, but in the long term citizens need to trust their media: if not, the result will be that rumors will prevail on balanced coverage and truth. The worst scenario in democracy.
Lively debate revolved also around the way that global news networks compared the riots to events outside France. Explicit references were made to war, and military rhetoric was used to describe events. Although the two leading French networks, TF1 and France 2, adopted similar vocabulary, albeit that of civil war (Mattelart, 2006) , the French media were fierce in their accusations that the international media, CNN and Fox News in particular, were using the war frame, and evocations of coverage of the Iraq war, to Washington Post article that evoked the Intifada, stated that religion had nothing to do with the 'troubles' in the banlieues (Pégard, 16 November 2005) .
Youth from the banlieues (albeit presumably from a different political spectrum to Ambassador Levitte), also expressed their irritation at the analogy, and particularly Al-Jazeera's comparisons of the riots and the Intifada (Richebois, 24 November 2005 
NEW VISIBILITY, NEW DISTANCE AND NEW VISIONS OF OURSELVES -ESTRANGEMENT, BROUGHT TO YOU BY SATELLITE NEWS
The President of the Observatory for Public Debate in France (Muzet, 15 November 2005 One consequence of the new visibility that global media enable and propelthe foreign outsider telling our story, rather than just we ourselves -is that it generates estrangement. As Shklovsky (1991 Shklovsky ( [1929 ) noted (originally in relation to art), the familiar often becomes habitual, seen and articulated in an automatic way. Thus, the commonplace tends to become invisible; familiarity breeds a particular form of blindness. National media, as the analysis of the Spanish and French cases has shown, contribute to this automatism of perception, not through conscious manipulation (although some would argue that this may have been true in the case of the Spanish media), but mainly because they are embedded within the environment on which they are reporting. Satellite transnational news channels (and global media more generally) have the capacity to make the familiar unfamiliar, 'to remove objects from the automatism of perception' -to borrow Shklovsky's (1991 Shklovsky's ( [1929 challenges for nations, it is important to bear in mind that these are not everyday processes. Rather, they tend to take place in out-of-the-ordinary times. The very essence of estrangement is that it removes us from the ordinary; if it were to become routinized it would have lost its function.
Strategies of estrangement
One strategy is recontextualization 19 and the use of analogies. Analogies transfer the usual perception of an object -a bombing as yet another ETA terror attack, the outbreaks in the banlieues as yet another act of vandalism in suburban housing projects -into the sphere of new perception. The juxtaposition of two concepts perceived to be physically, socially, politically, culturally, normatively or morally remote from each other, creates surprise and distance, de-familiarizes the events, demanding reflection on the part of the viewer.
The global channels' comparison of the events to events outside Spain and A second element which contributed to a considerable de-familiarization of the events in Spain and France was the sheer volume of coverage produced and disseminated on transnational channels. The significance of an issue, in terms of both its meaning and importance, is determined among other things by the amount and scale of the visibility it receives. When an event that traditionally has received a certain degree of coverage at home, is suddenly exposed to a meaningfully wider visibility, and is delivered with the immediacy brought by the 24-hour rhythm of global networks, its 'normality' and taken-for-granted character are undermined.
20
A third strategy of the global channels' coverage of the events in Spain and
France which provoked distance and estrangement is sensationalism. The media, especially commercial media, are frequently criticized for sensationalizing, exaggerating and dramatizing events. These are often wellgrounded criticisms emanating from a broader concern with the erosion of professional journalistic values. However, provocative as this may sound, I
want to argue that sensationalism, when applied to 'us' -our country, our people, our nation, our community -can contribute to a process of productive estrangement and encourage reflection. Seeing 'our' story, with which we have become familiar, and treat as routine, normal, and perhaps boring or In Spain, people had to go 'around the mainstream media' to access through their own channels, mobile phones and the Internet, information from foreign news broadcasts (Cohen, 2004; Laverty, 15 March 2004) contributed to a France that doubts itself, it has also contributed to a France that is ever more confident in itself, rejecting alternative images and accounts (and the doubts that they may create) brought by cross-border media. and loss of sense of belonging to a social community they feel they are part of and want to belong to -a dangerous scenario for democracy. It is the joint responsibility of the media -transnational, national, and local -governments and citizens, to struggle for the former and avoid the latter. Other discourses were present, for example, collective expressions of 'we, the Parisians' or references to 'the 'Madrileños', but these too were usually coupled with national frameworks. 4 Given the huge coverage, the search was limited to six months. The blog search was not limited by a specific period and allowed some of the ongoing debate to be captured. This was helpful also because many blogs were established later than six months after the events. (Olmeda, 2005: 22) . 12 For a discussion of the term banlieues and the history of these disadvantaged suburbs see Hargreaves and Mahdjoub (1997) , Ossman and Terrio (2006) and Harding (2006) . 13 As of 2005, the satellite and cable industry in France has been dominated by only a few key players, and has not reached a huge number of households; 95% of the 25 million French households have TV set, but only 3.5 million households subscribe to cable television and 3.6 million to satellite (TAE, 2005: 649) . That said, the satellite market has developed in France in recent years. The large availability of foreign media such as CNN has had a meaningful impact on French media and its sense of accountability (Bertrand, 2005: 7) . Furthermore, immigrants, who often live in suburbs, can only access television channels from their own country through satellite (especially Eutelsat which provides many channels from Arabic speaking countries) (TAE, 2005: 706) . 14 See also Astier (22 November 2005) and interview with Riva Kastoryano, a professor at the Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris, 'This is not a European Intifada' (Fontanella, 21 November 2005) . 15 Comparison to South Africa's Apartheid was made by a talk-show moderator on Al Jazeera, Faisal alQasem (Nordbruch, 2005) . 16 For a discussion of the exclusion of the people from the banlieues from the French media, see Bourdais, 2004. 17 Research has shown how national journalists, especially at times of crisis such as war, when the nation is perceived to be under risk, often fail to maintain an appropriate distance from events and report them as members of the national community, taking for granted shared values (Schudson, 2002; Waisbord, 2002; Zandberg and Neiger, 2005 Parlamento europeo ', 2007) . The campaign is directed at the investigation held by the European Parliament (Brayton, 25 April 2007) .
